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Conservation Showcase: Poland 1983 100 Zloty 

Skillful residue removal by NCS revealed a bright and lustrous coin. 
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With more than 600 different Panda coins and many other varieties, 
Chinese coins tempt collectors of all levels. 
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The Lissner Collection: An American Connoisseur 

Assembled over the last 40 years, the Robert L. Lissner Collection 
features over 2,000 world coins of exceptional quality, rarity and 
pedigree. 
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Historic Bass Collection Patterns Offered By Heritage 
Auctions At ANA World's Fair Of Money 

Proceeds from the August 7 auction of 30 historic coins will aid the 
philanthropic mission of the Harry W. Bass Jr. Foundation. 
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Stack's Bowers Galleries to Sell 1804 Dollar 

This Class III, NGC 55 Proof coin is known as the Garrett Specimen, 
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NGC-certified Eric P. Newman 
Part IV Realizes $11 Million 

Posted on 5/20/2014 


The 1776 Silver Continental Dollar, graded NGC MS 63, sold for $1,410,000 — 
nearly triple the previous auction record for a Continental Dollar. 

The 687 NGC-certified Colonial and Early American coins that comprised the Eric 
P. Newman Collection, Part IV, achieved more than $11 million in last Friday’s 
Heritage Auctions sale. This auction brings the total prices realized for Newman 
Parts l-IV, all of which were graded by NGC, to nearly $45 million. 

Assembled over a period of more than 90 years by noted American numismatic 
researcher and writer Eric P. Newman, who turns 103 later this month, the coins 
are being sold by Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society (EPNNES) to 
benefit various nonprofit organizations. 

“The Eric P. Newman sales are without a doubt the most important US auctions of 
the last decade, if not of all time,” said Mark Salzberg, chairman of NGC. “We are 
honored that EPNNES has again entrusted NGC to certify selections from this 
incredible collection.” 


The results from May 17 were led by the 1776 Silver Continental Dollar graded 
NGC MS 63 that sold for $1,410,000, or nearly triple the previous auction record 
for a Continental Dollar, and the 1792 Pattern Silver-center Cent in NGC MS 63+ 
BN that also realized $1,410,000. These are the third and fourth NGC-certified 
Newman coins to break the $1 million barrier at auction. 




They were followed by a unique 1783 Nova Constellatio Plain Edge Bit graded 
NGC AU 55 that sold for $705,000. This historically important coin was made for 
the proposal of the first coinage in the newly independent United States. Its last 
appearance at auction was in 1903. 

Another significant coin in Newman Part IV was the NGC AU 58 New England 
Sixpence, struck in 1652 as one of the first coins minted in the American colonies. 
The finest known example of this rare issue, it sold for $646,250, an auction 
record for any Massachusetts silver coinage. 
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The next-highest result in the sale came from the seldom-offered 1787 George 










Clinton New York Excelsior Copper. Graded NGC MS 63 BN, it sold for just under 
$500,000, which is more than double the previous auction record for an Excelsior 
Copper. 

Newman Part IV also featured particularly important groups of Higley, Connecticut 
and New Jersey coppers. 

The Higley coppers were crowned by a 1737 Threepence in NGC AU 50 BN — an 
exceptionally high grade for this issue — that realized $470,000, a record price for 
a Higley copper. Another coin produced by Higley, the rare and popular “J CUT 
MY WAY THROUGH” variety, was graded NGC VF 30 BN and sold for $199,750. 

Newman’s Connecticut coppers were highlighted by the 1787 Mailed Bust Right, 
Seated Liberty Right Connecticut graded NGC F 12 BN. One of only two known 
examples of this major variety, it realized $164,500 — a world record price for a 
Connecticut copper. 

Two other important Connecticut coppers in the sale were the popular 1786 
Hercules Head variety, graded NGC XF 45 BN, and the possibly unique 1786 
Backwards D variety cataloged as Miller 2.5-V and certified as NGC VF 30 BN. 
Each piece realized $99,875. 

An exquisite NGC MS 65 BN example of the desirable Running Fox 1788 New 
Jersey copper sold for $105,750. It is the finest known of the Running Fox type. 

Other high points from Newman Part IV included the finest known Sommer 
Islands Small Sails Shilling, graded NGC AU 55 BN, and the very rare Sommer 
Islands Threepence in NGC VF 20 BN. Struck circa 1616 for the British colony of 
the Sommer Islands (Bermuda), they sold for $258,500 and $205,625, 
respectively, shattering the previous levels for items of this type and 
denomination. 


After the sale, Maureen and Stuart Levine, advisors to EPNNES, said: “NGC’s 
accurate grading gave bidders the confidence to set record prices for American 
Colonial coins in ‘Selections from the Eric P. Newman Collection, Part IV.’ The 
results were truly extraordinary!” 


EPNNES Foundation Statement Items being sold are from the 
extensive collection of Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education 
Society (a Missouri not-for-profit corporation) and have been 
assembled over a period of 90 years. Proceeds of the sale of all 
items will be used exclusively for supplementing the Society’s 



museum operations and scholarly numismatic research efforts and for the benefit 
of other not-for-profit institutions selected by Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society for public purposes. 
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NGC Registry News 


Posted on 6/10/2014 


The NGC Registry continues to grow. Check out the newest sets. 

The NGC Registry has revealed an exciting, new set in correlation with recent 
releases from the US Mint: 


• US Commemoratives: Baseball Hall of Fame Commemoratives, 2014, 
Complete 

We also just released sets in a brand new French Cochin-China category to the 
NGC Registry: 

• French Cochin-China: 1 Cent, 1879-1885, Complete 

• French Cochin-China: 10 Cent, 1879-1885, Complete 

• French Cochin-China: 20 Cent, 1879-1885, Complete 

• French Cochin-China: 50 Cent, 1879-1885, Complete 

We are working to create other new NGC Registry world sets. Review the new set 
releases, below, to see if there is a collecting option that interests you: 

World Sets 


• Andorra: Silver 10 Diners, Composers Series, 2009-Date, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver 25 Cents, Prehistoric Creatures, 2012- 
Date, Specimen 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $10, O Canada Series, 1/2 oz, 2013, 
Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $10, O Canada Series, 1/2 oz, 2014, 
Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, Seven Sacred Teachings, 2014, 
Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, Story of Northern Lights, 2013-Date, 



Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, The Great Lakes, 2013-2015, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $25, O Canada Series, 1 oz, 2013, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $25, O Canada Series, 1 oz, 2014, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Gold $5, O Canada Series, 99.99 Fine, 1/10 oz, 

2013, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Gold $5, O Canada Series, 99.99 Fine, 1/10 oz, 

2014, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Gold $150, Chinese Blessings Series, 2009- 
Date, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Gold $2500, Commemorative Issues, 2007- 
Date, Proof 

• China - Lunar: Gold 5 Ounce 500Y, 1988-1999, Proof 

• Finland: European Gold Commemoratives, 2002-2011, Proof 

• Finland: European Bi-Metallic Commemoratives, 2003-2012, Proof 

• Finland: Gold Markka Issues, 1926, Mint State 

• France - 1870-Date: Silver 10 Euros, Great French Ships Series, 2012-Date, 
Proof 

• France - 1870-Date: Great Painters Series, 2007-2011, Mint State and Proof 

• French Cochin-China: 2 Sapeque, 1879-1885, Complete 

• French Cochin-China: Type Set, 1875-1885, Complete 

• Great Britain - Pre-Decimal: Threepence, 1822-1830 (George IV), 

Circulation Issue 

• Great Britain - Maundy Sets: 2002 (Elizabeth II) Maundy Set, Complete 

• Japan: Silver 50 Sen, 1922-1926, Mint State 

• Japan: Silver 50 Sen, 1928-1938, Mint State 

US Sets 

• US Proof Sets Pre-1858: 1857 Proof Set 

• US Proof Sets Pre-1858: 1857 Proof Set, with Gold 

Start your collection now and participate in the 2014 NGC Registry Awards. Find 
an NGC Registry category that interests you and add your certified coins. If you're 
not familiar with the NGC Registry take some time to explore it, and see the many 
collecting options that are available—it's free! 

We have been busy adding the 2014 slots to the new sets. Do you own a coin that 
still needs a slot in the Registry? If so, please shoot us an email, and let us know. 
We are happy to add it for you. 

If you don't see the set categories that interest you, drop us a note and let us 




know. Reach us by e-mail at registry@NGCcoin.corr .We look forward to seeing 
your coin collection in the 2014 NGC Registry competition. 
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NGC Hires PNG Intern 


Posted on 6/10/2014 

The PNG internship project is designed to provide education, training and 
mentoring for the next generation of coin and banknote dealers. 

[TEMECULA, CALIFORNIA] — Another of the first 
recruits who recently began year-long paid 
internships in the Professional Numismatists Guild's 
(http://www.pngdealers.org) "Promoting Numismatic 
Growth" project has been offered and accepted a full¬ 
time job only a few months into the program. 

Christopher Salladin, 22, of Fernandina, Florida has 
been hired as a coin grader by Numismatic Guaranty 
Corporation (http://www.ngccoin.com), PNG's official 
grading service. 

"When NGC offered me a full-time position grading I couldn't even comprehend it. 
It was even harder for me to think I'd be sitting in the same room with industry 
leaders everyday! I had to take a few days to realize what an excellent opportunity 
it was and has turned out to be," Salladin said. 

The PNG internship project is designed to provide education, training and 
mentoring for the next generation of coin and banknote dealers. Each successful 
applicant has the opportunity for a series of four, three-month-long salaried 
internships. 

There currently are five PNG member-dealer companies mentoring PNG interns: 
Harlan J. Berk, Ltd. in Chicago, Illinois; Dillon Gage in Dallas, Texas; Heritage 
Auctions in Dallas, Texas; Numismatic Guaranty Corporation in Sarasota, Florida; 
and Stack's Bowers Galleries in Irvine, California. 

"The early success of this new mentoring program is exciting! We already now 
have two former PNG interns working as full-time, professional numismatists. 




Four other young adults currently are in the mentoring program or soon will be 
starting their internship rotations at leading numismatic companies across the 
country," explained Carol Raia, Administrator of the PNG Promoting Numismatic 
Growth program. 

"Applications are encouraged and being accepted from all other prospective 
professional numismatists, ages 21 to 32, who want to participate in the program," 
Raia said. 

Specific information about the internship program and how to apply is available 
online at www.PNGdealers.org under the "Promoting Numismatic Growth" 
navigation links near the top of the PNG's home page. For additional information, 
contact the PNG by phone at (951) 587-8300 or by email at 

internship@PNGdealers.org 

Salladin said he is grateful for the opportunity PNG provided for him to become a 
full-time numismatist, and he encourages others to apply for the program. 

"One of the first reactions I had to the program was that the age range was so 
broad. I had no idea the PNG would choose someone as young as me when the 
oldest to be considered is 32. This experience has been the perfect opportunity 
for me, and if it weren't for my Dad telling me, 'Just go for it", I wouldn't have. My 
parents are the main reason I've come so far over the years," Salladin stated. 

"My advice to young adults is to learn as much as you can about numismatics and 
don't be afraid to make mistakes along the way. If you are thinking about applying 
and are hesitant, don't be because the PNG internship program can make the 
impossible happen. What you learn in the online courses and the book work is 
very informative, and (PNG Internship Administrator) Carol Raia will help you if 
you have any questions or concerns throughout the entire program," he 
explained. 

Salladin was hired full-time by NGC only a few weeks into his initial internship 
rotation. 

"Numismatic Guaranty Corporation is proud to be partnering with the Professional 
Numismatists Guild in their Promoting Numismatic Growth initiative. Through this 
internship program, the PNG is introducing the brightest and most enthusiastic 
young men and women to the professional numismatic community. In turn, NGC 
and others involved in this program are introduced to highly qualified, astute 
numismatists," said NGC President Rick Montgomery. 


"We are very fortunate to have hired our first candidate in the Promoting 
Numismatic Growth program, Christopher Salladin. After several weeks in our 
grading departments, it became clear that he was a young numismatist with a 
very keen eye. Christopher has a strong appreciation for modern Chinese coins 
and we discovered that he could also bring his grading acumen into the modern 
US grading room. We could not be more pleased that he has joined the NGC 
grading team and we look forward to a long and thriving relationship," emphasized 
Montgomery. 

This past March, Zeke Wischer, 22, of Abilene, Kansas was hired as a cataloger 
at Heritage Auctions where he started his PNG internship program a month 
earlier. 

Founded in 1955, the Professional Numismatists Guild is composed of many of 
the country's top rare coin and paper money dealers. PNG member-dealers must 
adhere to a strict code of ethics in the buying and selling of numismatic 
merchandise. A complete listing of PNG member-dealers is available online at 

www.PNGdealers.org 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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NGC Accepting Submissions at 
Whitman Baltimore Expo 

Posted on 5/13/2014 


Stop by the NGC booth (#1306) at the Whitman Baltimore Expo to drop off your 
grading submissions. 


Official Grading Service of 


NUMISMATIC 

ASftOClAfiO* 


PNG 


NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all 
service levels* at the Whitman Baltimore Expo, at 
the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, MD 
from Thursday, June 26 to noon on Saturday, June 

28, 2014. Saturday cut-off time may change due to submission volumes. 

Check with representatives at the NGC booth for details including any changes to 
the Saturday cut-off time. 


All submissions will be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. Services include World 
Services, Ancient Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® and more. 


Note: 


• Submitters must have an account with NGC. 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth, 2014 Baseball Hall of Fame Commemoratives, 2013 
American Buffalo One Ounce Gold Reverse Proof, West Point 2-coin set, 
San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, Coin & Currency sets, 25th Anniversary 
Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early/First Releases, American Liberty 
Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be 
sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• *Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 





or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 


Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 
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Submit Your Coins to NGC at 
FUN 


Posted on 6/30/2014 

NGC will be accepting on-site grading submissions on Thursday, July 10. Stop by 
the NGC booth to drop off your coins. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the r UN Show, 
in Orlando, FL on Thursday, July 10, 2014 until 5:00 p.m. Regular submissions 
will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 12. Saturday cut off times 
may change due to submission volumes. NGC will be at booth 104. 

Please read below for complete details on the services offered during the show. 

NGC will be offering NGC Details Grading for coins that exhibit detrimental 
surface conditions. This service is provided automatically and at no additional 
charge for all on-site grading submissions. Submitters can request to opt out of 
this service if they prefer to have such coins returned ungraded. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 

EdgeView® Holder. 

On-Site Services include : 


Silver Dollar Tier 

$30 per coin 

Morgan and Peace Dollars valued at $500 and under (5- 

coin minimum). 


Coins must be in flips. 



Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 and under (5-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $1,500 and under. 














WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued from $1,501 to $100,000. 



Expedite WalkThrough $150 per coin 

Guaranteed four-hour turnaround, coins valued at 
$100,000 and under. 

Coins are returned within four hours or regular show 
pricing applies. 



Unlimited Value WalkThrough $500 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 


Show ReHolder $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC 
holder is placed in a new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView 
Holder. 


NCS Crossover $10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is JGC Details Graded. 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services, 
Ancient Coin Services, Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth, West Point 2-coin set, San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, 
Coin & Currency sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, 
Early Releases, American Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum 
Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the 
submitter. 







• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1914-S 
Lincoln Cent 


Posted on 6/10/2014 

NGC graders identified a recently submitted fake 1914-S cent as a slightly above- 
average copy. 

The 1914-D Lincoln Cent is well known as one of the keys to the series, but its 
San Francisco counterpart is a scarce issue in its own right, as are all S-Mint 
Lincoln cents from 1909-1915. It had a mintage of only 4,137,000 pieces, which is 
quite low compared to the more than 75 million Philadelphia cents struck that 
year. 

NGC has graded just over 600 examples of the 1914-S in nearly all grades from 
Good to MS 66. Values top $100 in AU 50, according to the NGC US Coin Price 
Guide, and low Mint State examples can sell for several hundred dollars. 

Counterfeiters are targeting virtually all dates of vintage (pre-1965) US coins and 
the 1914-S is no exception. NGC graders identified a fake 1914-S cent in a recent 
submission that is a slightly above-average copy. 



Left: Genuine 1909-S VDB; Right: Counterfeit 1914-S 
The mintmark on a genuine 1914-S should be the same size and shape as the mintmark on a 1909-S VDB 

Click images to enlarge. 


Perhaps the most important issue with this piece is the shape of the “S” mintmark. 
A genuine 1914-S should have a compact mintmark with large, square serifs—the 
same mintmark style used on the 1909-S VDB. On this forgery, however, the 




mintmark is incorrectly shaped. 



Counterfeit 1914-S Lincoln Cent 
Click images to enlarge. 


The obverse details are relatively sharp on this counterfeit although the reverse, 
particularly at the wheat ears and the UNI of UNITED, is quite a bit softer. A closer 
inspection under a loupe, however, reveals several raised dots and lines that are 
diagnostic of many fakes. For example, there are two tiny raised spurs at the rim 
to the left of the upright of the L in LIBERTY. Less prominent raised lines can be 
seen elsewhere around the rim on both the obverse and the reverse. Minuscule 
raised dots can also be found throughout the design elements. 

The fields of this counterfeit have an altered appearance with a swirling pattern 
throughout, especially on the reverse by the T in CENT and between the right 
wheat ear and the rim. Although this may appear to be cleaning at first glance, it 
was actually imparted by the imitation dies and is almost certainly a result of the 
counterfeiter’s attempts to disguise the raised lines and lumps. 

This type of counterfeit is deceptive for a couple of reasons. First, the 1914-S is a 
date that, until recently, is not typically faked and therefore many collectors may 
not be suspicious of uncertified examples. Second, the quality of this spurious 
piece is better than usual and identifying it requires greater attention to detail. It is 
important to study every potential acquisition, even coins that aren’t the “key 
dates,” and if there is any doubt you should consult the services of a reputable 
third-party coin grading company. 

Interested in reading more articles on Counterfeit Detection? Click here. 
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USA Coin Album: A Sense of 
Style 

Posted on 6/10/2014 


One of the differences I’ve long observed between United States coins and other 
artworks produced in this country is that our coins rarely display text fonts 
reflecting contemporary styles. 

Commercial art such as that created for magazine 
covers, calendars, advertising and even package labels 
has often displayed font styles that were immediately 
recognizable as belonging to a particular decade or 
period of art. For example, a magazine printed during 
the 1890s or early 1900s would almost certainly feature 
its title in an Art Nouveau style, while those of the late 
1920s through the mid 1930s would likely reflect the Art 
Deco school of design so prevalent during those years. 

In contrast, nearly all United States coins, especially 
those made for general circulation, have conformed to one of three basic styles. 
Some variation of the traditional Roman font predominated from the first issues of 
1792-93 through the end of the 19th Century, though this style was exaggerated 
after 1860 by extending the letters and numerals vertically in a manner one 
associates with those old “WANTED” posters of the Wild West. New coin types 
introduced during the first four decades of the 20th Century refined this style a bit 
by restoring all figures to normal proportions and reducing the prominence of the 
serifs on each letter. After that time, the majority of new circulating coin types 
have displayed sans-serif, block lettering almost exclusively. There are notable 
exceptions to all of these rules, of course, and such coins will be the focus of this 
month’s column. 



The US Mint’s Engraving Department was long staffed by conservative individuals 
who were not seeking to break new ground with their designs. Men such as 








James B. Longacre and Charles E. Barber focused their efforts on creating coins 
that were functional, struck up easily and wore well in circulation. When it came to 
applying the statutory mottoes and legends, they generally used a style that had 
changed only superficially since the earliest days of the Mint. Contemporaries 
Barber and George T. Morgan were obviously aware of current trends in the art 
world, as this is plainly evident from the lettering on their US Mint medals. Their 
medals engraved during the 1880s-1910s are a great deal more reflective of then- 
current styles than are any of the coins produced by these individuals, Morgan 
being a bit more progressive in this respect than Barber. Morgan’s use of Old 
English lettering for In God We Trust on the silver dollar of 1878 raised some 
eyebrows at the time, and such a departure was not repeated on our coins. 

A serious challenge to traditional lettering styles on our coinage had to come from 
outside the Mint’s establishment, yet the Saint-Gaudens and Bigelow/Pratt gold 
pieces of 1907-08 broke no new ground in lettering beyond that found on the edge 
of the $20 piece. It was up to Victor D. Brenner to force a modern, sans-serif style 
in his new cent of 1909. Only the letter G of GOD has serifs, and the legends of 
the reverse in particular are of a style fashionable during the years 1905-20. 

James E. Fraser’s nickel of 1913 was likewise devoid of serifs and must have 
given Mr. Barber apoplexy. The new silver issues of 1916 and 1921 bore only the 
slightest suggestions of serifs, yet they are not truly reflective of contemporary art 
in this respect. Their lettering is not obviously traceable to those years. 

The Washington quarter of 1932 continued the use of minute serifs, though its 
lettering has a ponderous, monumental style one associates with public 
architecture of that time. It does not reflect the more fashionable Art Deco style 
which was at the cutting edge in 1931-32 and is seen in certain medals produced 
outside the US Mint during that period. The real breakout in lettering style 
occurred with Felix Schlag’s 1938 submission for the Jefferson nickel. He sculpted 
his models with ultra modernistic lettering that was rejected outright by the 
Treasury Department, though it liked his head of Jefferson enough to use it with 
some revisions. In a bit of overreaction, the Mint replaced his trendy lettering with 
a Roman font that was an extreme regression to the 19th Century. The only 
concession to his original was the very slender 8 in the date, a feature that was 
abandoned for all subsequent years ending in that numeral. 

Since 1938 most of our basic circulating coins have been designed with block 
lettering of a very simplified style that is not dateable to any particular period. 

Chief Sculptor/Engraver Gilroy Roberts broke this pattern in 1964 by using a 
Roman font for the obverse of the Kennedy half dollar, while Frank Gasparro 
utilized block lettering for this coin’s reverse. This obvious conflict in style 



somehow escaped correction. When a similar mismatch recurred with the 
Bicentennial dollar dated 1776-1976, the Mint quickly moved to revise Dennis R. 
Williams’ ponderous block lettering for the commemorative reverse so that it more 
closely matched Gasparro’s delicately-serifed lettering on the obverse. Thus, 
collectors were provided two very obvious varieties for the copper-nickel-clad 
coins of all three mints. With the circulating commemorative quarters produced 
since 1999, the Mint seems to have achieved consistency in lettering style by 
simply creating all of the models in-house from drawings submitted by various 
designers. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,”appears monthly in the 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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World Coins: Counterfeit China 
Chihli Year 34 (1908) L&M-465 
Silver Dollar 


Posted on 6/13/2014 

Multiple dies of a counterfeit coin may exist to deceive unsuspecting buyers. 

With counterfeit Chinese coins, the financial reward is often so great that many 
dies are created from many authentic coins. Just because the contact marks on a 
coin don't match those of known counterfeits, it doesn’t necessarily mean that the 
piece is genuine — it might just be that the coin was produced using another 
counterfeit die. This is the case with two different counterfeit China Chihli, Year 34 
(1908) L&M-465 silver dollar coins. 



Counterfeit China Chihli, Year 34 (1908) L&M-465 Silver Dollar 
Die 1 Obverse; Coin 1 and 2 
Click image to enlarge. 





Counterfeit China Chihli Year 34 (1908) L&M-465 Silver Dollar 
Die 1 Reverse; Coin 1 and 2 
Click image to enlarge. 



Counterfeit China Chihli Year 34 (1908) L&M-465 Silver Dollar 
Die 1; Diagnostics Circled in Red 
Click image to enlarge. 


The first counterfeit die pairing of this coin was received some time ago. On the 
dragon side, there are a set of die lines through the “th” of “34th,” repeating 
contact marks above the “O” of “OF,” below the “KU” of “KUANG,” and below the 
“H” of “HSU,” as well as repeating scratches from the dragon’s claw between the 
G of “YANG” and the dot. There are also repeating contact marks above the “A” 
and next to the “Y” of “YANG” and a scratch from the dragon’s pearl to the 
dragon’s body. On the character side of the coin, there are numerous repeating 
contact marks including next to the center characters, and scratches at about 
10:30. 



Counterfeit China Chihli Year 34 (1908) L&M-465 Silver Dollar 
Die 2 Obverse; Coin 1 and 2 
Click image to enlarge. 



Counterfeit China Chihli Year 34 (1908) L&M-465 Silver Dollar 
Die 2 Reverse; Coin 1 and 2 
Click image to enlarge. 


The second counterfeit die pairing also includes many repeating marks, but is 
different from the previous die paring. On the dragon side of the coin there are 
repeating depressions below the “th,” to the side of “Y,” below the “E,” through the 
bottom tail of “R” of “YEAR,” below the “U” of “KUANG,” and above the “Y” in 
“YANG”. On the character side of the coin there are also numerous repeating 
contact marks including next to the center characters and a large one about 1:30. 



Counterfeit China Chihli Year 34 (1908) L&M-465 Silver Dollar 
Die 2; Diagnostics Circled in Red 
Click image to enlarge. 





These are only two of many counterfeit die pairs of the Chihli 1908 L&M-465 
dollar coins. In the production of counterfeits, diversification is a key strategy that 
will keep people from nailing down which pieces are authentic and which are 
counterfeit. As a result, NGC graders keep a comprehensive image database, 
consult with outside experts, and extensively study these coins to determine 
authenticity. Every coin that NGC certifies is guaranteed, which gives buyers of 
these Chinese coins greater confidence. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1888 
Proof Coronet Double Eagle 

Posted on 6/10/2014 


This third style of the J.B. Longacre's double eagle design was introduced in 
1877, and it remained in use through the remainder of the series. 

It features Liberty's head posed in a more upright position, and the coin's value 
has been spelled out in full to read TWENTY DOLLARS. 



The great size and weight of double eagles makes them especially vulnerable to 
damage, and this is nowhere more true than of proofs. With their delicate 
surfaces, the attrition rate of gems is very high. While 102 proofs were issued of 
the 1888 double eagle, Walter Breen estimated than as few as 35-40 survive, 
adding that many [are] nicked. This amazing gem, however, is virtually as made. 
Displaying superb cameo contrast between its frosted devices and mirrorlike 
fields, it possesses virtually flawless surfaces. A subtle veil of orange toning is the 
finishing touch to this very rare coin of remarkable beauty. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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Conservation Showcase: Poland 
1983 100 Zloty 

Posted on 6/10/2014 


Skillful residue removal by NCS revealed a bright and lustrous coin. 


This popular 
commemorative coin 
from 1983 issued in 
Poland features the 
then newly appointed 
Pope John Paul II. As 
popular as this 
commemorative issue is 
for many reasons, this 
particular example had 
developed a rather 
unattractive hazy 
residue. 


BEFORE CONSERVATION 



click to enlarge 


click to enlarge 


AFTER CONSERVATION 




click to enlarge 



Adept in removing 
offending residues from 
modern and classic 
coins alike, skillful 
residue removal 

resulted in a coin as bright and lustrous as it was first issued. This coin was able 
to grade very well with NGC following the residue removal; a residue that if not 
removed would have a negative impact on the final grade. 


click to enlarge 


NCS is an independent member of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Chinese Coins: It’s a Panda, 
Panda, Panda World! 

Posted by Peter Anthony on 6/10/2014 


With more than 600 different Panda coins and many other varieties, Chinese 
coins tempt collectors of all levels. 


Pandas, Pandas, Pandas! Images and symbols of Pandas are all around us. You 
can drive a Panda car or get money at a Panda Bank. There are Panda pots and 
pans, a chain of Panda restaurants, a Panda telecommunications company, a 
Panda TV show, a chain of Panda kitchen and bath stores, Panda security 
software, Panda florists, Panda cabinets, a type of fiber optic (Panda = 
polarization-maintaining and absorption-reducing), countless Panda toys and 
Panda movies. There is Panda diplomacy. The Panda is also the symbol of the 
World Wildlife Federation. 


So with all that love Panda coins must have been an instant hit, right? Hardly! 
Back in the early 1980s the China Mint decided to create a Chinese gold bullion 
coin series to compete in international gold markets with the Krugerrand and 
Maple Leaf (there were no Eagles yet). Several themes and many outstanding 
potential designs were considered. Happily, the Mint wisely chose a delightful 
drawing of a seated Panda by Mr. Chen Jian for the first coins. 

The first .999 fine gold Pandas were released in mid-1982. They came in four 
sizes: 1 oz., 1/2 oz., 1/4 oz. and 1/10 oz. Minting the coins was only half the task 
Who would sell them to the public? In the USA, several New York dealers turned 
down the opportunity to distribute the new coins. One reportedly dismissed the 
new coins with, “Panda, who would buy a Panda?” A USA distributor was found 
but the company turned out to be an ineffective marketer of the coins. 



Then along came Martin Weiss. Mr. Weiss had 
both an interest in gold, a remarkable instinct 
for marketing and publicity and the integrity to 
establish lasting relationships throughout the 
coin industry. 



k \ ttSBX 
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i. Wei88 with 1982 .25 oz Panda 


Mr. Weiss recognized that the image of a 
seated Panda peacefully munching on 
bamboo shoots would enchant buyers. 

Although he wasn’t (yet!) an official distributor, 

he began to aggressively buy, sell, advertise and promote Pandas. The China 
Mint noticed how many coins Weiss was selling and gave his new company, 
Panda America, an official distributorship. Panda America soon became the 
largest Panda distributor in the world. 


Sales exploded and so did prices. For a coin with just $300-$400 of gold in it, one 
ounce Pandas traded hands at $4,000. Despite a weak gold market, competition 
for the new issue was fierce. This frenzy established that a Panda could have 
numismatic value beyond its bullion content. By the way, Martin Weiss turned out 
to be farsighted in other respects, as well. He recognized the benefits that graded 
coins bring to the world of coins and became an early and enthusiastic supporter 
of NGC. 


The Panda series has gone from a 1982 mintage of 12,000 for the 1 oz. to an 
authorized mintage of 1,000,000 in 2014. There are more than 600 different coins 
plus many varieties to tempt collectors. The range of prices allows collectors at all 
levels to own the coins. Pandas can be bought for little more than the price of an 
ounce of silver to more than $1 million. The market for Pandas has certainly 
grown, but it still rests on the same love for Pandas and Panda coins that 
launched the series more than 30 years ago. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



Coins slXB1D COM catawiki view an > 

EXPERTS IN NUMISMATIC AUCTIONS 


oo@o® 

<®NCS i-PMG ifcCGC' ®CCS ®ASG‘ 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


HI United States 






Sign In 


oaNGC 


® 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



The Lissner Collection: An 
American Connoisseur 


Posted on 6/10/2014 

Assembled over the last 40 years, the Robert L. Lissner Collection features over 
2,000 world coins of exceptional quality, rarity and pedigree. 

[LANCASTER, PA] — Classical Numismatic Group, Inc., of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania and London, England, and St. James’s Auctions Ltd. (Knightsbridge 
Coins), of London, England, in association with M. Louis Teller of Encino, 
California, are pleased to announce the sale of The Collection of an American 
Connoisseur, Richard L. Lissner. The Lissner Collection features coins of the 
world, primarily type coins of the 19th and 20th centuries, and will be sold in two 
day-long sessions on 1-2 August 2014 at the Chicago Marriott O’Hare, just prior to 
the annual summer convention of the American Numismatic Association in 
Rosemont, Illinois. All the coins have been graded by NGC. 


1828 TH CHILE PISO 
COQUIMBO 

MS 63 

R.L LISSNER COLLECTION 
2789304-002 
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Richard Lissner assembled his truly remarkable collection over the last 40 years. 
His focus was on coins of exceptional quality, rarity, and pedigree. With over 2900 
coins consolidated into approximately 2200 lots, the Lissner collection carries a 
presale estimate total of over $2 million. On Friday, 1 August 2014, gold, silver, 
and bronze coins of the World (excluding the New World) will be sold, and the 
next day, Saturday, 2 August 2014, will offer gold, silver, and bronze coins from 
the New World. 

The Lissner collection has over 100 different countries represented with 
specialized offerings of 100+ coins for Denmark, France, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Sweden, and Spain to be offered on Day 1 of the auction (August 1st), 
and coins from Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, and Peru on Day 2 
(August 2nd). Additionally, specialized offerings of 50-100 coins from Belgium, 
Bulgaria, India and Romania will be sold on Day 1, with coins from Brazil, Costa 
Rica, Ecuador, and Haiti on Day 2. 


1862 ECUADOR 4R 
QUfTO KM-PN7 

PE 66 

R.L. LISSNER COLLECTION 
2789301 020 



The entire Richard L. Lissner collection, including coins that will be offered in 
group or large lots, has been graded by NGC, and will be encapsulated in special 
“Lissner Pedigree” holders. A “WINGS APPROVED” review has also been 
conducted and appropriate top quality pieces have been awarded their “gold 
wings.” 

The lot viewing and auction details for the Lissner Collection are as follows: 



Location: Chicago Marriott O’Hare, 8535 West Higgins Road, Chicago, Illinois, 
60631 

Auction lot viewing starts on Tuesday, 29 July 2014 from 2-6PM, and on 
Wednesday & Thursday, 30-31 July 2014, from 9AM-6PM. Additionally, lots will be 
available for viewing during the first session on Friday, 1 August 2014, from 8AM- 
6PM, and on Saturday, 2 August 2014, from 8AM-1PM. Lots will also be available 
for viewing at the offices of CNG after 15 June 2014. 

The auction session times are: Day 1 (Friday, 1 August 2014), Session 1, Part 1 
from 9:30AM to approximately 1 PM, and Session 1, Part 2 from 2PM to 
approximately 7PM. Day 2 (Saturday, 2 August 2014) starts with Session 2, Part 1 
at 9:30 AM to approximately 1PM, and concludes with Session 2, Part 2 starting 
at 2PM until approximately 7PM. 

Printed catalogs will be available approximately July 1st. To order a catalog, 
please visit cngcoins.com and visit the Lissner Collection page under The Coin 
Shop listing. Catalogs are $75 to North American addresses, and $100 to the rest 
of the world. Payment may be made by U.S. $ check or Visa/MasterCard. 

For further details and any additional information, please contact CNG, Inc. at: 

Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. 

PO. Box 479 

Lancaster, PA 17608-0479 
Telephone: (717) 390-9194 
Fax: (717) 390-9978 
Email: cng@cngcoins.com> 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Historic Bass Collection 
Patterns Offered By Heritage 
Auctions At ANA World's Fair 
Of Money 

Posted on 6/10/2014 

Proceeds from the August 7 auction of 30 historic coins will aid the philanthropic 
mission of the Harry W. Bass Jr. Foundation. 

[DALLAS, TX] — Thirty United States pattern 
coins from the acclaimed collection of the late 
Texas business executive and philanthropist 
Harry W. Bass Jr. (1927 - 1998) will be 
offered without reserves during the Platinum 
Night auction conducted by Heritage Auctions 
on Aug. 7, 2014, during the Chicago 2014 
American Numismatic Association World's 
Fair of Money SM . Proceeds from the sale will 
be used for philanthropic purposes by the 
Harry W. Bass Jr. Foundation of Dallas. 


For the past 14 years, the 30 historic patterns 
have been on loan to the ANA and were frequently displayed in rotation with 
hundreds of other Bass Collection coins at the association's Edward C. Rochette 
Money Museum at ANA headquarters in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

The coins in the upcoming auction include an 1838 plain edge Liberty Seated half 
dollar in copper (Judd-77), an 1865 with motto Seated Dollar in silver (J-434) and 
an 1875 Trade dollar in silver (J-1426). All of the consigned Bass coins are being 
submitted to Numismatic Guaranty Corporation for grading and will have the 
pedigree on the insert labels in the holders. 

"These literally are museum-quality rare coins!," said Todd Imhof, Executive Vice 
President of Heritage Auctions, an official auctioneer of the 2014 ANA World's Fair 
of Money. 








"These amazing patterns come to the Chicago auction out of the specialized 
holdings of the Bass Collection that has been on display at the ANA Museum 
since 2000 when the ANA was selected by the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation to 
hold this incredible collection," explained Imhof. 

F. David Calhoun, Executive Director of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation stated: 
"Over the years, Harry Bass worked with various experts at Heritage and made 
purchases with our Dallas neighbor, but never consigned through their auctions. 
Now, we are returning selections to the marketplace. As the Harry W. Bass, Jr. 
Foundation sells these coins to provide funds to support our philanthropic mission, 
we are seeking the highest possible return. I trust Heritage to provide that, and I 
look forward to working with them in this new capacity." 

Pattern coins were produced usually in small quantity to test proposed designs, 
and sometimes were struck in various metals. U.S. patterns are often cited by 
their "J" number as part of the reference system originally created by researcher 
and patterns reference book author, Dr. J. Hewitt Judd. 

In addition to J-77, 434 and 1426 mentioned above, the 27 other patterns from the 
Bass Collection that will be offered at the auction are: 

1838 Seated Liberty half dollar, J-79 original in silver 

1850 Annular Cent, J-119 in billon 

1855 Flying Eagle cent, J-168 in bronze 

1861 With Motto half dollar, J-278 in copper 

1863 Postage Currency dime, J-326 in copper 

1863 With Motto quarter dollar, J-335 in silver 

1863 With Motto half dollar, J-344 in aluminum 

1865 With Motto half dollar, J-429 in silver 

1866 Washington five cent, J-473 in nickel 
1866 Shield nickel, J-509 in bronze 

1868 cent, J-606 in copper 

1869 Standard Silver quarter dollar, J-721 in silver 

1870 half dime, J-815 in copper 

1871 Indian Princess quarter dollar, J-1090 in silver 


1871 Indian Princess quarter dollar, J-1092 in aluminum 



1871 Indian Princess quarter dollar, J-1093 in silver 

1871 Indian Princess dollar, J-1149 in aluminum 

1872 Commercial dollar, J-1219 in silver 

1873 Trade dollar, J-1293 in silver 

1873 Trade dollar, J-1322 in silver 

1874 Twenty cent piece, J-1355 in copper 
1874 Twenty cent piece, J-1356 in aluminum 
1879 quarter dollar, J-1591 in copper 

1881 cent, J-1665 in aluminum 

1882 Shield nickel, J-1697 in nickel 
1885 Snowden dollar, J-1747 in silver 
1896 five cents, J-1771 in nickel 

"Harry W. Bass, Jr.'s collection has long been heralded as one of the most 
amazing collections ever put together, and we've been very fortunate to get to 
display these beautiful works of art at the Edward C. Rochette Money Museum," 
said Kim Kiick, ANA Executive Director. "Thousands of visitors to the Money 
Museum have enjoyed the Bass Collection over the years, and thousands more 
will continue to enjoy the rest of Harry Bass's amazing collection in the interactive 
Bass Gallery. We very much appreciate our long-term relationship and support 
that the Harry W. Bass Jr. Foundation has given to the ANA." 

Bass was a life member of the ANA for more than 30 years. He received the ANA 
Medal of Merit in 1989, and was selected to the association's Numismatic Hall of 
Fame in 1998. 

The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation seeks to enrich the lives of Texans by 
providing support to qualified organizations in the areas of education, human 
services, civic and community, science and research, and arts and culture. It 
funds special projects of public entities or other nonprofit 501(c)(3) endeavors. Mr. 
Bass sought to extend the accomplishments of his father's Harry Bass 
Foundation, established by Harry Bass, Sr., supporting Dallas charitable and 
religious institutions, hospitals, and museums with funds from family oil interests 
and subsequent investments. Assets of the merged Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation 
have continued to grow with the sale of portions of Mr. Bass's coin collection, 
following his death in April 1998. This auction will further that mission. 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 

author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Stack's Bowers Galleries to Sell 
1804 Dollar 

Posted on 6/10/2014 


This Class III, NGC 55 Proof coin is known as the Garrett Specimen, named for its 
most famous owner. The 1894 Silver Dollar will be presented by Stack's Bowers 
at the ANA World's Fair of Money. 

[IRVINE, Calif.] — A beautiful specimen of the “King of American Coins,” the 
world-famous 1804 silver dollar, will be presented in the Stack’s Bowers Galleries 
official auction in conjunction with the American Numismatic Association’s World’s 
Fair of Money in Rosemont, Illinois. The 1804 dollar will be a star attraction in the 
company’s Rarities Night Auction scheduled for Friday, August 8. 

One of just 15 examples of the date known, this is the famous T. Harrison Garrett 
Class III coin acquired in 1883 and held by the family until 1942, when it passed to 
The Johns Hopkins University. It was consigned to Stack’s Bowers Galleries and 
auctioned in March 1980, setting a price record at the time. The coin changed 
hands several times over the ensuing years before appearing as lot 1736 in the 
Stack’s Bowers Galleries 1986 sale of The Harry Einstein Collection. At that point, 
it entered the collection of Mrs. Laura Sommer, where it resided for decades 
before being sold to Stack’s Bowers Galleries by its latest owner and current 
consignor. 




This landmark rarity will be offered without reserve and is expected to draw bids 
from all over the world. It has one of the most distinguished pedigrees that can be 
imagined. 

Called the “King of American Coins” by B. Max Mehl in 1941 (as quoted below), 
this nickname has followed offerings of 1804 dollars ever since: 

The King of American Coins: 

The UNITED STATES SILVER DOLLAR OF 1804 

In all the history of numismatics of the entire world, there is not today and there 
never has been a single coin which was and is the subject of so much romance, 
interest, comment, and upon so much has been written and so much talked about 
and discussed as the United States silver dollar of 1804. 

While there may be coins of greater rarity (based upon the number of specimens 
known), none are as famous as the dollar of 1804! This is due to the fact that this 
great coin was the first coin of United States mintage to have been recognized as 
the rarest coin of the United States, from the very beginning of American 
numismatics, more than one hundred years ago. And it is today, as it always has 
been, the best-known and most sought-after coin, not only among collectors, but 
among the public in general as well. 

The First 1804-Dated Dollars 

Although Mint records state that 19,570 silver dollars were minted in calendar 
year 1804, nowhere is it stated that those coins actually bore the 1804 date. At 
the time, it was Mint practice to keep using dies of earlier dates until they broke or 
wore out. Sometimes these older dies were overdated (the 1802/1 dollar is an 
example), but often the original dates were retained as made. Thus, it is believed 







that the “1804” dollars struck in that calendar year bore earlier dates. 

On November 11, 1834, the Department of State ordered two special sets of 
United States coinage to be made up by the Philadelphia Mint for presentation to 
the King of Siam and the Sultan of Muscat. These were to be fitted in special 
cases and to contain an example of each denomination currently in use, to form a 
complete set. Two other presentation sets were subsequently ordered early in 
1835. 

In 1834, the currently produced denominations included the half cent, cent, half 
dime, dime, quarter, half dollar, gold quarter eagle, and gold half eagle. Regular 
Proofs dated 1834 were made of each of these. A search of Mint records revealed 
that two other denominations were authorized, but had not been struck for many 
years. Silver dollars had been last struck in 1804 and $10 gold eagles were last 
struck in 1804 as well. Although the coiners of the Mint had on hand an 1804 $10 
gold coin (which would later become a part of the Mint Cabinet), they had no way 
of knowing that the silver dollars minted in 1804 were of earlier dates. 

Seeking to present coins that were historically accurate, the engraver and coiner 
at the Mint simply made up new silver dollar and $10 gold dies bearing the 1804 
date, to illustrate these coins of yesteryear, thought to have been made, but for 
which no specimens were on hand. For the first time, 1804-dated silver dollars 
were struck. 

Varieties of 1804 Dollars 

Two different reverse dies were used to make the 1804-dated dollars, each mated 
with the same obverse. In due course, alert numismatists noted these differences. 
Today they are well known and are discussed in A Guide Book of United States 
Coins and elsewhere. 

Class I 1804-dated dollars: Reverse die with E in STATES over a cloud. Years ago 
these were called “Original” dollars in some catalogs. These were first officially 
coined in 1834 for diplomatic presentation purposes, and perhaps continued to be 
coined through the mid-1850s. Facts are scarce. Eight specimens are known to 
exist, several of which are in museums. The first example to go into numismatic 
hands was obtained by Massachusetts collector Matthew A. Stickney in a trade 
with the Mint Cabinet in 1843. This later went into The Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. 
Collection and was auctioned by us in 1997. The Class I dollar presented to the 
Sultan of Muscat went into The Childs Collection and was auctioned by us in 
1999. 

Class II 1804-dated dollars: Reverse die with E in STATES over junction between 
two clouds. Plain edge. Made in 1859. Five said to have been made, three 
melted, one unaccounted for. Only one is known today and it is struck over a 



Swiss dollar-sized silver coin. It reposes in The National Coin Collection in the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Class III 1804-dated dollars: Reverse die as preceding. Lettered edge. Made circa 
late 1850s onward, last date of manufacture unknown, but possibly into the late 
1860s or early 1870s. Six specimens are known to exist. 

The Garrett Specimen to Be Auctioned 

The 1804 dollar about to be sold, known as the Garrett Specimen for its most 
famous owner, was made in 1859 or later as noted above. By circa 1875 it was in 
the hands of Captain John W. Haseltine of Philadelphia, one of the leading rare 
coin dealers and auction catalogers of the era, who stated that he had found it in 
the inventory of Koch & Co., professional numismatist in Vienna. Haseltine sold it 
to O.H. Berg, a Baltimore collector. On May 23 to 24, 1883, Haseltine cataloged 
and sold The Berg Collection, where the dollar was lot 568. 

The buyer was George W. Cogan, New York City dealer, who acted as the agent 
for T. Harrison Garrett of Baltimore. Garrett, a connoisseur par excellence, 
became interested in coins while he was a student at Princeton in 1864. By 1883 
he had assembled the largest private collection in United States, a cabinet that 
included coins from ancient to modern and had outstanding specimens of most of 
the great American rarities. In 1888 Garrett died in a boating accident aboard his 
yacht in Chesapeake Bay. The collection was then passed to his estate, and later 
to one of his sons, Robert Garrett (who as a star athlete won the first American 
gold medal in the first modern Olympic Games held in Athens in 1896). In 1919, 
Robert transferred ownership to another brother, Ambassador John Work Garrett, 
who lived in the family mansion, Evergreen House. After his passing, the 
collection was gifted in 1942 to The Johns Hopkins University. 

In the 1960s, the collection was under the curatorship of Sarah Elizabeth 
Freeman, then Carl W.A. Carlson, and Susan Tripp. The 1804 dollar was kept at 
Evergreen for a long period of time, but was later taken with most of the rest of 
The Garrett Collection to a subterranean bank vault in downtown Baltimore for 
safekeeping. As security and other expenses prevented the collection from being 
available for study, the University opted to sell it at auction to raise funds for the 
improvement of Evergreen House, by then a conference and study center, and the 
restoration of Homewood, Charles Carroll’s mansion on the grounds of the 
University. Carroll was the last surviving signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. On March 26 and 27, 1980, in Part II of The Garrett Collection, our 
predecessor firm Bowers and Ruddy Galleries presented the 1804 dollar as lot 
698. The buyer was the partnership of Pullen & Hanks. Later the coin changed 
hands several times, the details of which will be given in the forthcoming auction 



catalog along with many other aspects of the history of “the King of American 
Coins.” 

Q. David Bowers, Chairman Emeritus of Stack’s Bowers Galleries, noted: “Over 
the years many rarities come back to us after being off the market, sometimes for 
years or decades. It is a great pleasure to see this great 1804 again. It brings 
back memories of my working with Susan Tripp and The Johns Hopkins University 
from 1979 to 1981, including many visits to Baltimore. Its buyer will gain a rich link 
with numismatic tradition and history.” 

The Garrett 1804 dollar will be on display at several upcoming conventions, 
including the Long Beach Coin Expo, June Stack’s Bowers Galleries Official 
Auction of the Whitman Coin & Collectibles Baltimore Expo, and the Stack’s 
Bowers Galleries Official Auction of the ANA World’s Fair of Money. 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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